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MRAA WASHINGTON — Bill Shedd, president and CEOQ of AFTCO, the
American Fish and Tackle Co., on Tuesday captured the Eddie

hnEE Smith Manufacturer of the Year Award, which is presented by BOAT OWNERSHIP
New Boat Sales the Center for Coastal Conservation to leaders in conservation SI M PLIFI ED
NMDA and Distributors ~ 29Y0C3cY- MISSING YOUR BOAT'S MANUAL?
NMEA and Electronics Eddie Smith Jr. i1s the longtime owner of Grady-White Boats and

_ a pioneer and advocate for marine conservation. Shedd was CLICK HERE TO VISIT VESSELVANGUARD
NMLA and Lending honored at a luncheon at the American Boating Congress.
NMMA

"I have been doing this for 40 years and I think the boating and  Most Popular
Obituaries fishing communities are united like they have never been before

in a commitment to influence policy-makers on issues,” Shedd 1. Judge rules against treasure hunter's

Other told Trade Only after his nine-minute acceptance speech. claims to sunken freighter

REFF . . . . . 2. BoatUs releases top boat names for
_ It was brief, but Shedd said a lot in those nine minutes, strongly 2015

Regulations and confirming the boating and fishing industries’ growing _ _

Compliance cooperation and calling for both to take their rightful place as 3. Marine Products Corp. opens jetboat

Storms and Hurricanes  'e2ding conservationists. facility in Georgia

4. Nautiqgue names new president and COO

Weather "There is misperception here in Washington, D.C., as to just _
who our community is,” Shedd said. "In many ways we are 5. Maryland law could lead to more marine
looked at as the takers of the resource — the negative guys tourism

toward the resource — and the environmental community is

looked at as the givers of the resource, and they are looked at
as the true conservationists. The truth is that is just not
accurate.”
uyers UIdE

"Major fisheries conservation efforts can be traced back to the N ~---
boating and fishing communities, including gill net bans that NEI"I-"HGHILS
revived fish stocks, the building of saltwater hatcheries and
tens of thousands of artificial reefs, the striped bass
conservation effort and the more than %1 billion that the fishing 3 3 _
and boating community spends every year through our excise ’ : : Read it
taxes and license fees that goes to states that help their b . FREE
fishery resource issues,” Shedd said. "All [this] was done by the ;
boating and fishing community. None of [it] was done by the
environmental community.”
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Shedd challenged the boating and fishing communities to “take

back our rightful title.”
Vote Today

"We have worked for it; we have paid for it; we deserve Iit," he

said. "And with better identification of that title we will be much At this early stage, which presidential
more effective in our efforts, not just here in Washington, D.C., EE"d'dﬂ_tE d_ﬂ you think will be best for
but in the states, as well.” the marine industry?

Shedd gave credit to the leaders of the major fishing and © Hillary Clinton

boating associations — Thom Dammrich, president of the ) Jeh Bush Vote
Mational Marine Manufacturers Association; and Mike Nussman,

president and CEO of the American Sportfishing Association — " Marco Rubio

for stepping up the cooperation between the two groups. ) Scott Walker

Shedd cited the challenge of successfully coordinating the ':' Other

marine fisheries efforts of separate associations with separate ) None

staffs. View Results
"I think It is unique; it 1s awesome,” he said. "All the good that

has come from their leadership and their staffs — their staffs Your quest for the boat of your dreams

have improved tremendously in the past few years. Those of us begins and ends here. ‘#

invoblved in these battles, we see 1t; we know 1t. I would like for _-_/———7
us to thank not only the leadership of Mike and Tom, but BoatQuest com

collectively their staffs for all they are doing for us.

Buy. Sell. A simple solution for everything marine.

Shedd also thanked Jeff Angers, president of the Center for
Coastal Conservation. "Jeff's group ... is really the tip of the
spear to present crnitical messages to folks here in D.C.," Shedd
said, citing the many associations that are members, such as  Marine Coatings 2014
ASA, NMMA, IGFA, CCA and the Billfish Foundation. "I have been
doing this for 40 years, and this is the most important thing in
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In 1974, Bill Shedd joined AFTCO, and in 1989 he started the * Global Marine Trade Opportunities

AFTCO Clothing Division. In 2004, Guy Harvey partnered with * Boatbuilding and Aftermarket
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Shedd spends more than 500 hours a year providing leadership
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for the sportfishing community and ocean conservation efforts.
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