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Register Free An earlier "Blazing Marlin" bonfire event in the Bahamas will become a "Blazing Mako" in
Islamorada June 17 - 19.
Blazing Mako will light up the Flonda Keys skies for tournament & festival

Fish Explorer Fishing Events Calendar Back to calendar...

Subscribe to FxR+
Compare Accounts

Fish Explorer Store Inaugural June 17-19 weekend event bringing So. Florida anglers artisans, musicians, rum
vendors and conservationists together for NSU marine sciences

Fishing Articles ISLAMORADA in the Fla. Keys - "It will be a spectacular sight," said renowned Keys marine
artist Roberto "Pasta” Pantaleo of the massive metal shark sculpture he's creating to be
torched in a beachfront bonfire celebration during the Blazing Mako Tournament and Festival
over Father's Day weekend at the Islander Resort, a Guy Harvey Outpost in the heart of
Islamorada, Florida.

The "trash to treasure” mako shark creation is the largest metal sculpture of Pantaleo's career
— its length continues to grow — as he welds pieces of pig iron, reclaimed steel plates and an
assorted mixture of cast-off alloys. Its hollow inside will be stuffed with flammables and set
ablaze Saturday evening, June 18th at the Islander beach for the signature event, expected to
be seen for miles into the Atlantic Ocean. Art enthusiasts and the curious are invited to watch
the mako's metamorphosis at Pantaleo's gallery at mile marker 81.5, U5, 1 Oceanside.

Billed as offering "art, music and maore," other festival weekend events include a 100 tent Artist
and "Conch-servation” Village, kid's pier fishing tournament, rum and beer tastings, fishing
seminars, offshore and inshore fishing tournaments, a paddleboard poker run, silent auction
and live music performances, including Saturday night headliner, The Shane Duncan Band.
Other musicians on the NSU Mako Stage include Jess Atkin, Steve Webb, Nick Kimball, STRIKE ALERT HD
Michael Trixx, Rob Smith, Billy Davidson and at poolside Lung.

Provides early warning
of an approaching storm

This year's Bonfire Festival and Tournament comes ashore from the Bahamas where the
event has been held for the past three years. The goal is to raise $100,000 for marine science
scholarships at Nova Southeastern University (N5SU) Halmos College of Natural Sciences and
Oceanography, through the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation. The Blazing Mako theme for the
Islamorada festival celebrates the NSU's mascot — the mako shark — and the cutting edge

shark research underway at the Guy Harvey Research Institute. Visit nova.edu and '*_
cnso.nova.edu/ghri for more info. Smfﬂ'ﬂfﬂx
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Free Artist & Conch-servation Village

"The festival's Conch-servation Village is a great venue to learn more about the research and
education work underway to conserve our ocean resources and the artists working to bring
the undersea world into everyday life,” said Greg Jacoski, Executive Director of the Guy
Harvey Ocean Foundation. Along with Pasta's Signature Gallery, the blanketing of artist tents
on the Islander beachfront will include the David Wirth Gallery, Craig Dietrich Underwater
FPhotography, Alison Studios, Everglades Trash Art, Cosmopolitan Jewels, Sea Lustre Jewelry,
BJ Royster Ocean Gallery, Figlinski Art, Just Mine Creations, Bomar, Kyle Pearce, Fronds and
Things, Colls Fine Art Photography, Russell Gulick Art, Anastasia Musick Art Studio, Island Art
Guy, Kathleen Hrad, Mel 5




